
 
 

1 
 

RaT-Studientag, 27.03.2026 

Veranstaltungsort: Stift Melk, Abt-Berthold-Dietmayr-Straße 1, 3390 Melk 

 

 GEMEINSAME ANFAHRT:  

- 08:18 Uhr CJX 5 Wien Westbahnhof – 9:21 Uhr Melk  
- 08:26 Uhr CJX 5 Wien Hütteldorf – 9:21 Uhr Melk  
- 08:28 Uhr RJX 662/262 Wien Hauptbahnhof – 08:57 Uhr St. Pölten / 9:03 CJX 5 St. Pölten 

– 09:21 Uhr Melk  
- 08:35 Uhr RJX 662/262 Wien Meidling – 08:57 Uhr St. Pölten / 9:03 CJX 5 St. Pölten – 09:21 

Uhr Melk  

FLEXIBLE RÜCKFAHRT: Züge im Halbstundentakt; Tickets können auch direkt am Ticketschalter 
am Bahnhof Melk gekauft werden 

 

THEMATISCHER SCHWERPUNKT DES RAT-STUDIENTAGS: “RELIGION QUEER” 
 

Research on religion, like many other academic fields, is continually challenged by ongoing 
societal transformations that reshape scholarly discourse. Among the most influential drivers 
of this change are evolving understandings of gender and sexual orientation. In this context, 
Gender Studies and Queer Studies have become crucial interlocutors for the Study of Religion. 
They offer tools for examining how religious traditions construct, regulate, and disrupt 
gendered and sexual norms, while opening new interpretive pathways for reading religious 
texts, practices, and communal forms beyond heteronormative frameworks. These 
perspectives expand the methodological repertoire of religious studies by illuminating the 
interrelations of power, embodiment, desire, and identity within religious discourses. 

Against this backdrop, we want to ask whether – and in what sense – religion itself can be 
considered queer. Within religious narratives, ritual practices, and symbolic worlds we find 
elements that defy simple classification, unsettle normative social orders, or express fluid and 
ambiguous identities. Attending to these dimensions enables a re-reading of religious 
traditions as potential sites of transgression, critique, and creative reimagining. 

Building on this, the RaT Study-Day seeks to highlight the broader potential of queer studies 
and queerness for understanding processes of transformation in religion and society. By 
bringing together scholars from multiple disciplines, the RaT Study-Day aims to foster a critical 
dialogue on how queer perspectives can enrich our understanding of religious change, social 
pluralization, and the possibilities of living differently within and beyond religious traditions. 
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PROGRAMM 
 

09:30 – 10:00 UHR:  ZUSAMMENKOMMEN UND BEGRÜßUNG  

10:00 – 11:00 UHR:  NARZISSA HELFRITZSCH (PHILOSOPHIE): CEREMONIES OF COMMUNITY. DEALING 
WITH THE JESTER'S PRIVILEGE 

11:00 – 12:00 UHR:   SABINE GRENZ (GENDER STUDIES): METHODOLOGICALLY CONFRONTING THE 
RELIGOUS RIGHT: CONNECTING „LIVED RELIGION“ WITH „DOUBLE CRITIQUE“ 

12:00 – 13:30 UHR: MITTAGSPAUSE  

13:30 – 14:00 UHR:   RAT-NEWS  

14:00 – 15:00 UHR:   VERONIKA WIESER (GESCHICHTE): SUBVERTING THE MATRONA: GENDERED SYSTEMS 
OF RENUNCIATION AND FEMALE AGENCY IN THE LATE ANTIQUE WEST 

15:00 – 15:30 UHR:   PAUSE    

15:30 – 16:30 UHR:   ANDREA LEHNER-HARTMANN (RELIGIONSPÄDAGOGIK): QUEERING THEOLOGY AND 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: DISRUPTING NORMATIVITY IS LIBERATING? 

16:30 – 17:30 UHR:  KATERINA KOCI (FEMINISTISCHE BIBELWISSENSCHAFT): CONSTRAINED AGENCY AND 
QUEER RESISTANCE: RELIGIOUS NARRATIVES AS SITES OF TRANSGRESSION 

 
ANSCHLIEßEND: GEMEINSAMER AUSKLANG BEIM ABENDESSEN IM STIFT  

BEI FRAGEN, KONTAKTIEREN SIE: Noemi Call: noemi.call@univi.ac.at, T: +43-1-4277-23805  

 
ABSTRACTS 
 

NARZISSA HELFRITZSCH: CEREMONIES OF COMMUNITY. DEALING WITH THE JESTER'S PRIVILEGE 

In line with this year's theme for the RaT Study Day, I would like to venture a presentation that 
does not relate a specific aspect of queer life to religion. I would like to venture a lecture that 
opens up the historical situation in which queer life finds itself as a template for religious 
thinking in general and, at the same time, does not tie religion and the idea of it to an 
Abrahamic form, but rather focuses on ideas of coexistence found among indigenous groups 
in the Americas. The historical situation in which queer life currently finds itself, or rather the 
aspect I would like to focus on in particular, is that queer life is only possible in a kind of parallel 
world that, at best, seems bizarre to the prevailing structures and, at worst, is viewed with 
hostility. 

This situation—paradoxically, widely discussed in public in recent years without bringing 
about any real or lasting change—puts those who live in parallelism in a position to avail 
themselves of a certain freedom, even to have to avail themselves of it if they are unable to 
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live according to social norms. It is a mischievous freedom. It is the freedom of fools; the 
freedom of those who cannot be taken seriously because their truths demand too much 
change from the structures. 

It is this freedom, to be who you want to be, that will serve as a template for my lecture, as I 
venture to read the ceremonies of connection in religion and queer life together with and in 
the spirit of Michel Serres, Davi Kopenawa, and Leslie Feinberg. 

Invoking this jester's privilege, I would like to show that the unifying element of religious 
thought can break down the boundaries of institutionalized exclusion, which are clearly 
evident in the Abrahamic religions, particularly in the example of the Catholic Church, at any 
time, especially when, like the Catholic Church in German-speaking countries, one is losing 
more and more influence. 

 

 

SABINE GRENZ: METHODOLOGICALLY CONFRONTING THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT: CONNECTING "LIVED RELIGION" WITH 
"DOUBLE CRITIQUE" 

The frame of this paper is a global situation in which the religious right gains increasing political 
influence, also through an alliance with the secular political far right. In this situation, research 
on women in patriarchal religious communities might need new perspectives that engage with 
the body of religion-critical literature concerned with populist antifeminist movements. In this 
paper, I would like to make a methodological suggestion. I will engage with the feminist 
concept of "lived religion" and "agency" and connect it to the concept of "double critique," 
which allows different perspectives on power relations to be applied in qualitative empirical 
research. 

 

 

VERONIKA WIESER: SUBVERTING THE MATRONA: GENDERED SYSTEMS OF RENUNCIATION AND FEMALE AGENCY 

IN THE LATE ANTIQUE WEST 

This paper explores the transformation of the late Roman social and religious fabric through 
the lens of gendered systems of ascetic renunciation. In the mid-4th century, the influx of 
Eastern monastic ideals—mediated by Egyptian monks who exchanged desert caves for the 
Roman capital—found a surprising reception among the female Roman elite. By adopting lives 
of chastity and poverty, these aristocratic women did not merely embrace a new religious 
identity; they subverted traditional Roman gender roles. The deliberate embrace of ascetic 
ideals provided women with a paradoxical form of agency and authority. By renouncing the 
expectations of marriage, these women created new social spaces, acting as patrons, ascetic 
role models, and spiritual leaders. Through the examples of Marcella, Melania the Elder and 
the Younger, Paula, and Fabiola, this paper analyzes a spectrum of experiences, ranging from 
"household asceticism" and the foundation of intellectual literary circles to the leadership of 
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monastic communities or the establishment of hospitals. However, this authority was also 
contested, and agency was most often restricted to elite circles and material wealth. The 
paper also examines the conflicts arising from these choices and addresses the practical 
negotiations of authority and power. 

 

 

ANDREA LEHNER-HARTMANN: QUEERING THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: DISRUPTING NORMATIVITY IS 

LIBERATING? 

Public debates about identity attributions and identity practices—including gender norms as 
well as social, ethnic, and religious belonging—have increasingly unsettled taken-for-granted 
certainties and broadened understandings of normality. The previously dominant standard of 
“normal” as identifiable as white, Christian, and heterosexual has been loosening—at least in 
certain contexts. Among young people in particular, queer perspectives and practices have 
reshaped notions of “normality.” At the same time, strong countercurrents remain visible 
across society that insist on clear-cut identity classifications. Inherent in such classifications 
are majority claims to power and control that, for those who experience discrimination and 
exclusion, generate “minority stress” (Brooks 1981). 

Because theological reflection has been strongly shaped by heteronormativity, this also 
influences the design of educational materials and religious learning processes. If “queer” in a 
broad sense, can be understood as a stance “against fixations and for ambiguity” (Degele 
2008, 43), then theology and religious education themselves might adopt a queer self-
understanding. Such a stance could counter not only sexual- and gender-based narrowings 
but also theological reductions in conceptions of God and humanity, in the understanding of 
biblical texts, and in the interpretation of traditions. “Queer” can be understood as a tool for 
theological deconstruction (Goss 2002), one that disrupts and interrupts habitual ways of 
seeing and thinking in order to open them to a “more.” 

For educational processes, the question is how queer perspectives can be productively 
introduced to interrogate normative categories and to foster critical self-reflection—thereby 
sharpening awareness of marginalization and forms of oppression. 

 

 

KATERINA KOCI: CONSTRAINED AGENCY AND QUEER RESISTANCE: RELIGIOUS NARRATIVES AS SITES OF 

TRANSGRESSION 

How do religious narratives simultaneously construct gendered norms and contain elements 
that resist or unsettle them? This presentation develops constrained agency as a theoretical 
framework for understanding resistance within—rather than outside—oppressive religious 
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structures. Rather than assuming victims of religious patriarchy are simply passive, the paper 
demonstrates how agents strategically work within inescapable constraints to create meaning 
and challenge dominant interpretations. 

Drawing on feminist philosophy (from Kristeva to Butler) and queer theory (Hornsby and 
Guest), the paper argues that constrained agency operates through what appears to be 
compliance but introduces critical difference: strategic speech that exposes the human rather 
than divine origins of oppressive demands; rituals that create counter-memory challenging 
official narratives; and refusals to be silenced despite material vulnerability. 

This framework reveals the queer potential within religious traditions themselves—their 
capacity to harbor elements that defy simple classification, unsettle normative orders, and 
express resistance through ambiguous, fluid strategies. Rather than positioning religion as 
either irredeemably patriarchal or ideologically redemptive, constrained agency shows how 
marginalized subjects navigate religious traditions by creating micro-practices of meaning-
making and solidarity that survive despite systemic violence. 

The paper contributes to Gender and Queer Studies by offering tools for analyzing how power, 
embodiment, and desire operate within religious discourses, and how “living differently” 
emerges not through transcendence but through strategic interventions that honor both 
agency and constraint. It demonstrates how queerness functions as a methodology for 
reopening religious texts and practices to possibilities of critique and reimagining. 

Keywords: Constrained Agency, Gender, Queer Resistance, Religious Traditions, Feminist 
Theory, Power and Embodiment 

 


